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Team Contact Information

The list below is a truncated list of student and adult leaders responsible for running and coaching the team. In addition to the people listed here, we also have several other adult coaches, parent officers, and student captains and officers. A more complete list of contact information can be found on the team website:

www.lynbrooksd.com
Most team-related information will be available on the website. This means that the website will be a major point of communication for the team, and should be checked daily (by both the parents and students) for any updates regarding the team.

Main Contacts

	Head Coach
	Ryan Lawrence
	theryanlawrence@gmail.com

	
	
	

	Parent Contacts
	
	

	LSD Boosters President
	Pian Wu
	wupian@gmail.com

	
	
	

	Student Contacts
	
	

	Team President
	Kunal Rathi
	kunalrathi1994@gmail.com

	Team Vice President
	Viveka Jagadeesan
	vivekajagadeesan@gmail.com

	Team Vice President
	Kimberly Tan
	kimberlyxtan@gmail.com

	Team Secretary
	Joseph Wei
	weijoseph1025@gmail.com

	Team Treasurer
	James Kao
	james.l.kao@gmail.com

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Lynbrook Speech and Debate Coaches

Lynbrook High School Speech and Debate is thrilled to offer your children the most accomplished coaching staff in the country. Unlike other sports, where coaches often have limited experience in the event, LSD provides access to coaches that have had national success, including  second and third place finishes at national championships.

Coaches will be available for your child either over the internet, or in-person during LSD practices. In addition to teaching your child about debate, they’ll be helping them write cases, practice their speeches, and much more.

Ryan Lawrence (Head Coach/Lincoln Douglas Coach) – Ryan has been involved in debate for over seven years. Ryan has had extensive success in both high school and college. In addition to a successful high school career -- which included winning the Stanford National Invitational and placing among the top sixteen seeds at the Tournament of Champions -- Ryan and his partner were ranked as the top Parliamentary Debate team in the country last year, winning four out of seven tournaments as well as two round robins. As a coach, Ryan's students have gone to win many tournaments that they have attended. Ryan has a B.A. in Political Science from U.C. Berkeley.
Justin Lin (Public Forum Coach) – Justin Lin was a high school Public Forum debater from Mira Loma High School and currently attends UC Berkeley as a sophomore. Justin competed in outrounds at a large number of tournaments, including Berkeley, Stanford, VBT, James Logan, and UoP, qualifying for nationals and the Tournament of Champions his senior year, bringing experience with both circuit and local public forum debate styles. He helped coach one of Lynbrook’s teams to the Tournament of Champions last year, as well.
Kedar Kulkarni (Interpretive Coach) – 
Brian Ogata (Individual Events Coach) – Brian has been involved with the Lynbrook Speech and Debate team for a number of years. Brian’s ability to successfully coach a large number of events is quite remarkable. Under his coaching, Lynbrook has had enormous success in Individual Events, clearing at a number of national tournaments.
Speech and Debate Tournaments, How They Work, and What You Are Expected To Do
Tournaments are the heart of the speech and debate world. They give the students a goal for all their practicing and generate lots of excitement, healthy competition, and even friendship among students. To ensure that your child can participate in these tournaments, your commitment to the team is imperative.


All tournaments require that each participating school provide a certain number of judges based on the number of entrees the school has. This is where you, the parent, come in. If your child is participating in a tournament, and you have been selected to judge, you MUST fulfill your judging obligation, or else your child and his/her partner (if in a partnered event) will NOT be able to participate in the tournament (no exceptions). Anybody that is a high school graduate may judge, so you may provide a replacement to fulfill your judging commitment. Many students have older siblings or family friends judge for them. There will be some instances where you can pay a fee in order to waive your judging obligations, but this option will not necessarily be available all the tournaments. However, you should see judging as an opportunity to gain a greater understanding of what speech and debate is about and be an active participant in the community!
 
In order to keep a fair judging system running, we will be using a system that will automatically select the judges for any upcoming tournament based on the number of tournaments your child has been to and the number of times you have previously judged.
How tournaments work:
1. Students sign up for tournaments via the online system. Their fee is deducted from the student’s account balance.

2. Coaches register the students and pay the total fees. The tournament directors (the people running the tournament) approve the signups on a rolling basis.

3. Students and designated judges show up at the tournament early in the morning. Students are given codes for identification and use them to find out which room they go to for each round. Judges are also assigned to rooms for each round.

4. Students and judges begin to attend rounds. Tournaments have a number of rounds during which ALL students participate. Some tournaments then have elimination rounds, which qualifying students participate in (based on the student’s overall preliminary round record).

5. Awards are given out at the awards ceremony held after the final round.
This all sounds simple, right? So what’s the problem?

· Tournaments never run on time. Due to last minute changes, people showing up late, and any number of other factors, tournaments rarely run on time. Some tournaments run as late as midnight, though most tournaments will not run past 10PM.

· Tournaments require judges. Competitions cannot happen without judges. Students that have been designated to bring a judge, MUST, bring a judge, or will be dropped immediately from the tournament. Judges must be at least 18 years old.

· Tournaments have a lot of downtime. A judge might sit through two rounds before being called to duty. This is the heart of the frustration that you as a parent could experience. Prepare yourself for judge duty as you would for jury duty. Bring a book, work, anything to keep yourself occupied, and be prepared to wait for long stretches of time.

Dress Code:
For parents new to Speech and Debate, we’d also like you to know that your child needs to have appropriate clothes for competition. Here are some suggestions:

· For males: Slacks, shirt, tie, dress shoes, and a sweater, vest, or jacket.

· For females: Dresses, low heels, and either a skirt or pant suits

· Jeans and T-shirts are NOT APPROPRIATE. Think of tournaments as dressing up for a job interview with a formal business company. A suit is always a good bet.

However unfortunate and unfair it may be, students may be judged by their appearance. As such, students should avoid distracting styles or accessories while attending tournaments. Hats are also inappropriate. Students don’t need a whole tournament wardrobe, one or two outfits will do.

Membership Enrollment Instructions
All students who wish to join LSD must fill out all the forms in a membership packet.

Basic Steps:
1. Completely fill out the forms in the packet. Instructions for each form are provided either in the membership packet or on top of the form.

2. Write a check for an amount over $199 made payable to “Lynbrook Speech and Debate Boosters”. The $199 covers:

· Top notch coaching fees (we only employ quality coaches who have won national championships among other prestigious tournaments)

· Printing and material fees

· Team socials

· End of the year banquet

· Membership fee for the National Forensics League (this is the debate league we participate in)

In order to sign up for tournaments, your child must have the money in his/her account at the time of sign-up. Thus, we suggest that you write a check for no less than $250 in order for your student to have enough money in his/her account for the first few tournaments of the year. If you would like to add money to your child’s account later, you can do so by writing a check, or by going through the online Google checkout system explained below. All initial payments, however, must be done with a check. When using a check, be sure to include your student’s school ID number.
3. Put the check and the completed forms in the original envelope and put the entire packet in the designated box in Mrs. Welsh’s room (room 108).
Please Note:
All checks written for Speech and Debate should always be made payable to “Lynbrook Speech and Debate Boosters”! Your child’s student ID number should be written on the check. However, we strongly recommend you use your credit card via Google Checkout (see the instructions on the next page) because it greatly expedites the process.
Instructions for Lynbrook Speech and Debate’s Online System
We have significantly simplified the tournament signup process and made it more manageable by using a proprietary online system accessible through the LSD website (www.lynbrooksd.com). This system will allow:

· Students to sign-up for upcoming events, see their approval status, and provide judge information

· Parents to see their account balances and transactions

· Captains to leave comments directed to the coaches for each student who has signed up for an event

· Coaches to review student and captain comments and approve student signups for events

We will also be using an electronic accounting system. The online system will be synchronized with all money transfer done via LSD, so that parents and students have quick access to their account balances.

Each student/parent will have single shared online account. To view your account info:

1. Go to www.lynbrooksd.com (browser cookies must be turned on)

2. On the right side of the screen, near the top, enter your username and password and click “Login”.

3. On the top menu bar, click on “MY ACCOUNT” which will take you to a summary screen which shows you the tournaments that you’ve signed up for and your account balance.

4. Click on “Transactions” to see a detailed record of your past transactions.

5. The Transactions screen will show two balances:

· Account balance without pending costs: Total money in your account

· Account balance with pending costs: Total money in your account minus money for pending (not yet approved) tournaments

To sign-up for events:

1. Login as above.

2. On the top menu bar, click on “tournaments” which will take you to a screen showing the upcoming tournaments.

3. Click on “Sign-up” for the appropriate tournament. Note: You will not be able to sign-up for tournaments after the signup deadline.

4. Each available event for the tournament will be listed with the corresponding fees. These fees will be deducted from your account as soon as you sign up. If we need to adjust the fees at a later time, your account will show the adjustment amount as a separate transaction.

5. Select the events that you would like to sign up for. Note: It is important that you do not forget to enter your partner’s name (if doing a partnered event) and your judge’s name (must be 18 years or older) when signing up.

6. You can check your tournament status by clicking on “My Tournaments”.

7. Once you have been approved/denied for an event, you will be automatically notified via email.

To add money to your account:

1. Login as above.

2. On the top menu bar, click on “my account” which will take you to a summary screen of your tournament signups and account balance.

3. Click on “Add Money”.

4. Enter the amount you wish to add to your account into the box and click “Submit”.

5. Click on the Google Checkout logo.

6. Log in to your Google Account (if you don’t have one, it’s free to make), and fill out the electronic form and follow the on-screen directions.

7. Once you have completed the Google Checkout process, click on “Return to Lynbrook Speech and Debate,” and you will see your updated balance in your Lynbrook Speech and Debate account shortly after your payment is verified.

If you have any questions, please email us at admin@lynbrooksd.com
Rules for Your Child at Speech and Debate Tournaments

With the ability to attend tournaments and potentially travel across the country come responsibilities. Students that attend tournaments are not only representing the team, but are also the face of Lynbrook High School. In addition, at each tournament our overarching goal is to facilitate a safe, respectful, and fun environment. Out of this need to provide a safe, educational environment come rules, which students are expected to follow. These rules include, but are not limited to:

· No intimate relations of any kind with any type of student or adult,
· No profanity,
· No violence, both physical and verbal, directed at anyone,
· No Sexual Harassment of any type,
· No possession, discussion, or use of alcohol or any illegal drugs on the Lynbrook campus, or at tournaments where Lynbrook High School is represented,

· No discussion of drugs, tobacco, alcohol, or sexuality, 

· No gambling, 

· No disbursement or use of medication without the knowledge of a chaperone, 
· If at a travel tournament,  being in the room and available for room check at a time designated by the Head Coach or lead Chaperone,

· Staying on site during tournaments, and alerting/getting approval from a Coach or Assistant Coach (not parents) if attempting to leave the tournament at any time,

· Attending all scheduled rounds during a tournament,
· Maintaining appropriate attire while representing Lynbrook High School, 

· Following all directions and instructions by Head Coaches, Administrators, Chaperones, and Assistant Coaches by the deadline given or in a timely manner,

· Representing Lynbrook High School with integrity in front of other students, parents, and coaches
Any student that breaks these rules will be subject to disciplinary action. In the interest of understanding the specific situation regarding the infraction(s), the Head Coach and Assistant Coaches will meet to discuss the violation and potential repercussions. Punishments can range from immediate removal from the team and alerting Lynbrook High School to a warning. 

Remember, our ability to be invited to tournaments depends on the individual actions of our students. A successful tournament for Lynbrook Speech and Debate is not one in which we are victorious, but when students represent Lynbrook High School with integrity and students arrive home safely, with a positive experience.
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