Lynbrook Speech and Debate Constitution

Article I – Name, Purpose and Authority

Section A: The name of the organization shall be the “Lynbrook Speech and Debate Team.” 
Section B: The objective of this organization shall be to encourage interest in public speaking and debating as established by the National Forensic League.
Article II – Membership

Section A: Any interested student is eligible to join this organization, regardless of race, gender, or religious beliefs.
Section B: Members may be called upon to pay a membership due in order to support the goals and activities of this organization.

Section C: The dues are needed in order to participate in correspondence with the National Forensic League, and to participate in forensics tournaments.

Section D: Members of this organization are required to participate in the National Forensic League.

Section E: If a student is unable to pay the fees required for participation, he or she should consult with the club advisor or officers for alternate arrangements.

Section F: Any member extremely destructive or malignant in nature may be removed from the organization at the discretion of the advisor or coach.

Article III – Meetings

Meetings for either the leadership or all members will be held as defined by the President(s).
Article IV – Election of the Club President(s)

Section A: The current President(s) and Head Coach will decide on the number of presidents needed for the subsequent year. There can be no less than one and no more than two Presidents.
Section B: Prospective candidates should submit an application two to three weeks in advance of the election date to the current President(s) and Head Coach.
Section C: The current President(s) and Head Coach will establish their own preliminary screening process to minimize the number of Presidential candidates to five. The current President(s) and Head Coach will ensure that the final five candidates satisfy the following prerequisites:


That they have served at least one year on Club leadership.


That they have attended at least five tournaments for every year they were on the Lynbrook Speech and Debate team.
Section D: The current President(s) will then orchestrate a democratic election to select the next year’s President(s) among the final five candidates. The election will operate as follows:


Each finalist will have a maximum of five minutes to speak in front of all team members.
All team members will rank their preferred candidates on a scale of one to five, one being the best and five being the worst.
Section E: Graduating leadership members will work with the President(s) to count up the votes.
Each candidate will receive a certain number of points based on his or her ranking. For example, if Candidate A receives a ranking of “one” from a certain club member and a ranking of “five” from a different club member, Candidate A’s total number of points shall be the sum of his or her total rankings; in this case, “six.” The candidate(s) with the lowest number of points shall be appointed the next year’s Lynbrook Speech and Debate Team President(s). 
Section F: The Head Coach shall retain ultimate veto power, should the need arise.
Section G: The newly appointed President(s) shall sign a contract to which he/she/they agree(s) to uphold the specific duties and obligations of a club leader(s).
Article V – Selection of Other Club Officers
Section A: The selection of the other club officers shall be chosen by the outgoing President(s), incoming President(s), and Head Coach, all of whom shall select candidates based on overall dedication for, responsibility to, and leadership with the Lynbrook Speech and Debate team.
Section B: Prospective candidates shall submit a written application for their desired positions and may be interviewed by graduating members of the leadership team, coaches, or advisors.

Section C: All officers shall serve one year and must reapply every year.

Section D: Members of the leadership team must sign a contract to which they agree to uphold the specific duties and obligations of a club leader.

Section E: The club officers shall consist of the following:

President(s)
Vice-President(s)
Treasurer

Secretary

Event Managers

Event Captains
Section F: Officer positions may be redefined or created if deemed necessary by the incoming and outgoing President(s).
Article VI – Duties of the Club Officers
Section A: The duties of the Lynbrook Speech and Debate Team Officers are as follows:

The club President(s) will have the following duties:

To preside over club meetings.
To call special club meetings.
To plan and prepare an agenda for the club meetings.
To communicate with the Parent Booster Organization and Coaches.
To fulfill all ASB requirements for the club.
To attend all inter-club functions.
To represent the club.
The club Vice-President(s) will have the following duties:

To serve as the club President(s) if the president(s) becomes unable to fulfill his or her duties, either temporarily or permanently.
To support the club President and fulfill any duties asked of by the club President(s).
To maintain a relationship with the Parent Booster Organization and Coaches.
The club Treasurer will have the following duties:

To maintain complete and accurate record of all club receipts and disbursements.
To oversee club fundraising efforts.
To supervise the preparation of the club budget.
To work with the Booster Treasurer in order to disburse funds.
To maintain records of all member transactions.
The club Secretary will have the following duties:

To maintain accurate minutes and attendance of each club meeting.
To carry out all correspondence for the club.
To update member points on the National Forensic League website.
The Event Managers will have the following duties:

To publicize all club activities and fundraisers through the school newspaper, marquee, posters, school announcements, and bulletin boards.
To utilize publicity methods in order to recruit members.
To help represent the club in all inter-club functions.
To work with the Head Coach to organize all tournaments that Lynbrook hosts.
To encourage entry in all tournaments attended by Lynbrook.
The Event Captains will have the following duties:

To hold practices and office hours for their specific events.
To attend practice nights and help students participating in forensic events.
To work with the coaches of their forensic events.
Section B: Other duties will be as deemed necessary by the club President(s) or Head Coach.
Article VII – Amendment

Section A: A majority vote of the leadership team is required to amend this club constitution. Proposed amendments to this constitution should be submitted to the ASB Vice President to be submitted to the Legislative Council.

Section B: The ratification of this Constitution requires a majority vote of club officers.
